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DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 41-60 are pending. Claims 1-40 are cancelled. 

2. This action is in response to amendment filed December 3, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 41-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Ross, Jr. et al. (US 6,629,135). 

CLAIMS: 

Claim 41 . (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a database, wherein the database stores information regarding at least 
one of an advertisement space, an advertisement rate, a commission, a referral fee, 
and a term or condition of an advertisement offering, offered by at least one content 
provider, and information for establishing an affiliated marketing relationship with the 
at least one content provider;/ fig 1(130a,b); fig 23,24: catalog as advertisement; 
abstract; col 1 , L 52-54; col 2, L 1-44; col 6,L 13-29; col 8 L 25-60; col 1 1 , L 59 to col 
12.L28. 
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a receiver, wherein the receiver receives a query regarding an available at least 
one of an advertisement space, an advertisement rate, a commission, a referral fee, 
and a term or condition of an advertisement offering, offered by at least one content 
provider, wherein the query is transmitted from a communication device or computer 
associated with a merchant;/ fig 1 ; fig 2 

a processing device, wherein the processing device processes the query and 
generates a message in response to the query, wherein the message includes 
information regarding at least one of an advertisement space, an advertisement rate, a 
commission, a referral fee, and a term or condition of an advertisement offering, 
offered by at least one content provider; and/ fig 1(130a,b); abstract; col 2, L 1-44; col 
6,L 13-29; cal 8 L 25-60; col 11, L 59 to col 12,L 28; col 8, L 50-52; col 17.L 11-42; col 
22, L45 

a transmitter, wherein the transmitter transmits the message to the 
communication device or computer associated with the merchant in response to the 
query, fig 1 ; fig 24 

Claim 42. (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , wherein the processing 
device processes information regarding a purchase by the merchant of advertisement 
space or advertisement services of the at least one content provider and an 
establishment of an affiliated marketing relationship between the merchant and the at 
least one content provider./ fig 1; fig 24 (catalog as advertisement); col 17, L 11-42; 
col 22, L45 

Claim 43. (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , 
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wherein the processing device processes information regarding a bid by the merchant 
for an advertisement space or an advertisement service offered by the at least one 
content provider./ fig 1 ; fig 23, 24 

Claim 44. (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , wherein the processing device 
processes information regarding an auctioning of an advertisement space or 
advertisement service offered by the at least one content provider./ fig 1 ; fig 24 

Claim 45. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the database further comprises 
advertisement information associated with the merchant, and further wherein the 
transmitter transmits the advertisement information associated with the merchant to a 
computer associated with the at least one content provider./ fig 1 ; fig 23,24 

Claim 46. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the processing device 
calculates a commission or a referral fee due to a content provider under the 
affiliated marketing relationship./ col 2, L 1-44; col 6,L 13-29; col 8 L 25-60; col 11, L 
59 to col 12,L 28; col 17, L 11-42; col 22, L45 
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Claim 47. (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , wherein the message includes 

information regarding at least one of a past success rate of an advertisement and a 

success rate of the at least one content provider./col 8, L 7-65 

Claim 48. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the processing device processes 

at least one of information regarding an individual consumer's activities, and web sites 

or links visited, utilized, or navigated, by the individual consumer in being brought into 

contact with a computer associated with the merchant./ col 8, L 7-65 

Claim 49. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the apparatus administers a 

financial account for the merchant or the at least one content provider./ col. 8, L 27-65 

Claim 50. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the processing device at least 
one of processes a financial transaction for the merchant or the at least one content 
provider, effectuates a payment from the merchant to the at least one content 
provider, and receives a payment for the at least content provider./ col 8, L 27-65 
Claim 51 . (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , wherein the query is transmitted to the 
receiver on or over the Internet or the World Wide Web./fig 1(110) 

Claim 52. (New) The apparatus of Claim 41 , wherein the message is transmitted to the 
communication device or computer associated with the merchant on or over the 
Internet or the World Wide Web./ fig 1 
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Claim 53. (New) The apparatus of Claim 42, wherein the transmitter transmits a 
transaction notification report containing information regarding an occurrence of a 
transaction pursuant to the affiliated marketing relationship and a commission or a 
referral fee due to the at least one content provider, wherein the transaction 
notification report is received by a communication device or computer associated with 
the at least one content provider./ col 8, L 27-65 

Claim 54. (New) The apparatus of Claim 53, wherein the transaction notification report 
includes at least one of a payment identifier, a credit card number, a charge card 
number, a debit card number, financial account identification information, and wire 
transfer information, for effecting payment of the commission or a referral fee to the 
content provider./col 8, L 50-52; col 17,L 1 1-42; col 22, L 45 
Claim 55. (New) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 
storing information regarding at least one of an advertisement space, an 
advertisement rate, a commission, a referral fee, and a term or condition of an 
advertisement offering, offered by at least one content provider, and information for 
establishing an affiliated marketing relationship with the at least one content provider; 
receiving a query regarding an available at least one of an advertisement space, an 
advertisement rate, a commission, a referral fee, and a term or condition of an 
advertisement offering, offered by at least one content provider, wherein the query is 
transmitted from a communication device or computer associated with a merchant; 
processing the query with a processing device; 
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generating a message in response to the query with the processing device, wherein 
the message includes information regarding at least one of an advertisement space, 
an advertisement rate, a commission, a referral fee, and a term or condition of an 
advertisement offering, offered by at least one content provider; and transmitting the 
message to the communication device or computer associated with the merchant./ all 
the above refer to claim 41 

Claim 56. (New) The computer-implemented method of Claim 55, 
further comprising: 

processing information regarding a purchase by the merchant of 
advertisement space or an advertisement service offered by the at least one content 
provider; and establishing an affiliated marketing relationship between the merchant 
and the at least one content provider./ all refer to claim 42 

Claim 57. (New) The computer-implemented method of Claim 55, further 
comprising: processing information regarding a bid by the merchant for an 
advertisement space or an advertisement service offered by the at least one content 
provider./refer to claim 43 

Claim 58. (New) The computer-implemented method 
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of Claim 55, further comprising: 

processing information regarding an auctioning of an advertisement 
space or advertisement services offered by the at least one content provider./ inherent 
col 1 , L 52 to 66 (auction off inventory of advertising space) 

Claim 59. (New) The computer-implemented method of Claim 56, further comprising: 
calculating a commission or a referral fee due to a content provider under the affiliated 
marketing relationship./ col 17, L 1 1-42; col 22, L45 

Claim 60. (New) The computer-implemented method of Claim 56, further comprising: 
at least one of processing a financial transaction for the merchant or the at least one 
content provider, effectuating a payment from the merchant to the at least one content 
provider, and receiving a payment for the at least content provider./ fig 21 (2130); col 
6, L 12-50; col 8, L 7-41; col 17, L 60-66 

This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 3624 is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 
Steven Wasylchak 
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